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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Q Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 
This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
(See extra sheet) 



1 . [~~J As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, mis international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. Q<] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. J~J As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. j~J No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant* s protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



IntenSonal application No. 

PCT/JP02/04882 



Continuation of Box No .II of continuation of first sheet (1) 

The requirement for unity of invention in international applications 
(PCT Rule 13. 1) will be satisfied if and only if there is a technical 
relationship including one or two or more identical or corresponding 
special technical features among a group of inventions described in Claims , 
such "special technical features" referring to technical features that 
clearly indicate contribution of the inventions described in Claims to 
the prior art as a whole (PCT Rule 13. 2) . 

Accordingly, when the descriptions given in Claims of the present 
international 

Application are considered; it is seen that (1) in the inventions 
described in Claims 1-13 and the inventions described in Claims 19 and 
20, the matter common to the portions quoting Claims 1-13 is "an interlabial 
pad individual packaging vessel that is such that individual cut pieces 
resulting from separating the packaging vessel into such cut pieces serve 
as operating members in interlabial pad mounting or dismounting," (2) 
in the inventions described in Claims 14 and 15 and the inventions described 
in Claims 19 and 20 , the matter common to the portions quoting Claims 
14 and 15 is "an interlabial pad individual packaging vessel having a 
finger insertion port that is made of a packaging sheet having a pocket 
portion of the size to receive an interlabial pad," (3) in the inventions 
described in Claims 16-18, 21, 22, 24 and the inventions described in 
Claims 19 and 20, the matter common to the portions quoting Claims 16-18 
is "an interlabial pad individual packaging vessel having a finger 
insertion port that is provided with a pre-opening section for opening 
the packaging vessel," (4) the invention described in Claim 23 relates 
to "an interlabial pad individual packaging vessel having a finger 
insertion port, in which the interlabial pad is wrapped in a direction 
orthogonal to the packaging vessel," and (5) the invention described in 
Claim25 relates to "a sanitary napkin individual packaging vessel provided 
with a pocket portion for receiving the used interlabial pad." 

The matter common to the inventions of (1) - (5) is "an interlabial pad" 
and the matter common to the inventions of (2) - (4) is "a packaging vessel 
for individually packaging interlabial pads having a finger insertion 
port." However, " interlabial pads having a finger insertion port" are 
publicly known, as disclosed, for example, in WO 99/01096 Al (THE PROCTER 
& GAMBLE COMPANY) 1999.01. 14, and since individual packaging is quite 
natural, neither "an interlabial pad" nor "a packaging vessel for 
individually packaging interlabial pads having a finger insertion port" 
can be "a special technical feature." Then, it may safely be said that 
"a special technical feature" does not exist between the individual 
inventions of (l)-(5). 
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